
D e nv e r P a rks & 
Re c r e a tio n

Pro p ose d P a rk D esig n a tio ns
Re d Ro c ks A d d itio n



P a rk Syst e m History

• P a rk Syst e m h a d it ’s orig in in 1858 w ith th e  c iti es o f A ur a ri a , D e nv e r C ity 
a n d Hig h l a n d a t th e  c o n flu e n c e  o f th e  So uth Pl a tt e  Riv e r a n d C h e rry 
C r e e k

• First p a rk w a s C urtis P a rk in1868
• First P a rk Bo a rd w a s c r e a t e d in 1893
• Th e  P a rk Bo a rd d ir e c t e d th e  m a n a g e m e nt a n d d e v e lo p m e nt o f th e  p a rk 

syst e m until a b o ut 1904 
• Un d e r M a yor Sp e e r, a  c h a rt e r a m e n d m e nt in 1904 w a s a d o p t e d th a t 

c r e a t e d th e  D e p a rtm e nt o f “Im p ro v e m e nts a n d P a rks”
• In 1910 th e  M o unt a in P a rk Syst e m w a s est a b lish e d
• In 1956 th e  D e p a rtm e nt o f P a rks a n d Re c r e a tio n w a s c r e a t e d . 
• P a r c e ls th a t w e r e  a c q u ir e d , d e v e lo p e d or tr e a t e d a s a  p a rk a t th is tim e 

(1956) b e c a m e d esig n a t e d un d e r th is c h a rt e r a m e n d m e nt 
• Su bse q u e nt p a rk d esig n a tio ns a r e  a c c o m p lish e d thro u g h th e  C ity 

C o un c il ord in a n c e  p ro c ess



D e sig n a tio n C o nsid e r a tio ns

• Su p p orts a  m a st e r p l a n (C ity P a rk)
• H a s h istori c a l, c u ltur a l, e c o lo g i c a l, or e d u c a tio n a l sig n ifi c a n c e  

(C iv i c  C e nt e r, C h e e sm a n)
• Pre se rv a tio n o f k e y v isu a l c orrid ors or sc e n i c  v ist a s (C r a n m e r)
• P a rk f a c iliti e s h a v e  b e e n or a re  p l a nn e d to b e  c o nstru c t e d 

(N e w Fre e d o m , C u a tro V i e ntos)
• Are a  in fr a stru c ture  /  utiliti es a re  n ot in a  st a t e  o f flux th a t m a y 

im p a c t or c h a n g e  th e  p a rk (H a m p d e n H e ig hts P a rk)
• Th e re  a re  n o titl e  /  o w n e rsh ip issu e s th a t c a st a  c lo u d o n th e  

C ity ’s titl e  or rig ht to p osse ssio n o f th e  p a rk 
• N o p e n d in g or a nti c ip a t e d p l a ns for m a kin g / exp a n d in g n o n-

p a rk use s w ith in th e  p a rk. 



Urb a n P a rk D e sig n a tio n St a tus

• Be g inn in g o f 2013
– A p p roxim a t e ly 68% o f P a rks w e re  a lre a d y d esi g n a t e d

• 1st Ro un d - A pril 2013
– A p p roxim a t e ly 180 a c res b e c a m e d esi g n a t e d
– A p p roxim a t e ly 72% o f syst e m d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d

• 2n d Ro un d – J a nu a ry 2014
– A p p roxim a t e ly 275 a c res b e c a m e d esi g n a t e d 
– A p p roxim a t e ly 78% o f syst e m d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d

• 3rd Ro un d – A pril 2014
– A p p roxim a t e ly 164 a c res b e c a m e d esi g n a t e d
– A p p roxim a t e ly 82% o f syst e m d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d

• 4th a n d 5th Ro un ds – N o v e m b e r 2014
– A p p roxim a t e ly 42 a c res b e c a m e d esi g n a t e d
– A p p roxim a t e ly  84% o f syst e m d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d



Urb a n P a rk D e sig n a tio n St a tus

• 6th Ro un d – F a ll 2015
– A p p roxim a t e ly 88 a c res b e c a m e d esi g n a t e d
– A p p roxim a t e ly 85% o f syst e m d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d

• 7th Ro un d – Sprin g 2016
– A p p roxim a t e ly 5.9 a c res w ill b e c o m e d esi g n a t e d
– A p p roxim a t e ly 78% o f syst e m w ill b e  d esi g n a t e d a s p a rkl a n d
– Pe rc e nt a g e  d e c re a se d d u e  to th e  a d d itio n o f  m ore  th a n 450 a c res to th e  p a rk 

syst e m in 2015.

• Re d Ro c ks P a rk A d d itio n
– A p p roxim a t e ly 98 a c res a d d e d to Re d Ro c ks w ill b e c o m e d esi g n a t e d 
– Th is w ill c o m p l e t e  th e  d esi g n a tio n o f th e  M o unt a in P a rk Syst e m
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P a rk D e sig n a tio ns
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• Designation of parkland from 1956 to 2012 – 56 year time span: 
approximately 600 acres

• Designation of parkland form 2013 to 2016 – 4 year time span: 
approximately 850 acres (including Red Rocks parcel)

• Park and Open Space acreage added to the Denver Parks system from 2013 
to 2016: approximately 630 acres
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• CCD Parcel 1 – 28 acres
• CCD Parcel 2 – 37 acres
• CCD Parcel 3 – 11 acres

• Red Rocks Park Addition       
98 acres



Re d Ro c ks P a rk

• A c q u ire d in 1928 fro m Jo hn Brisb e n W a lk e r.
• P a rk c o nt a in e d 640 a c re s
• A d j a c e nt Pro p e rty a c q u ire d in 2000 b y M a yor W e llin gto n 

W e b b A d m in istr a tio n
• Re d Ro c ks A m p h ith e a tre  b u ilt 1936-1941b y C C C

– D e nv e r A rc h it e c t Burnh a m Hoyt

• Lo c a tio n o f th e  C iv ili a n C o nse rv a tio n C orp . (C C C ) C a m p a t 
M orriso n

• M ore  th a n o n e  m illio n v isitors e a c h y e a r
• P a rk A m e n iti e s

– Tr a d in g Post, Pi c n i c  Sit es, G e o lo g i c  M a rk e r, 2 M il es o f Tr a ils, C ity v i e ws
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Q u e stio ns /  C o m m e nts
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