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INC SUSTAINABILITY –FEB 2019

Leg 1: Overview of Denver Solid 
Waste Management Services
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Denver Solid Waste Management
What we do….

• SWM Service Area
• Trash Collection 
• Extra Trash Collection
• Recycle Collection
• Compost Collection
• Graffiti Abatement
• Dead Animal 
• Keep Denver Beautiful
• Special Programs- HHW, 

Electronics, Appliances, 
Etc.

DON’T WASTE THE “GOOD STUFF”!

RECYCLABLES
25%

COMPOSTABLES
50%

TRASH
25%
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2017 Recycling & Composting Rate

Landfilled Household Recycling Composted Other Recycling

(17.2%)

(78.2%)

(3.1%) (1.5%)

Denver’s Recycling & Composting Rate
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Why Denver’s Recycling Rate is “so Low”

• Low Tip Fees (we have some of 
the lowest landfill tip fees in the 
nation!)

• Limited Local End-Markets 
• No State or Regional Policy
• Reactive vs. Proactive
• User Fee Structure

– Compost is fee-based, trash and 
recycle are offered with no direct 
fee for resident

• Commercial & Multi-Family (free 
market)

2010 Solid Waste Master Plan: 
How are we doing?
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Important Documents

• Solid Waste Management Master Plan Executive Summary

• Solid Waste Management Master Plan (Full Report)

• Annual Reports (2013-2017) 

Solid Waste Master Plan: Short Term Options

 Citywide Household Composting (Organics) Collection

 Add Second New Drop-Site (Central Denver)

 Further reduce LIP collections (Extra Trash Collection)

 Explore eliminating refuse overflow collections

 Denver Restaurants Diverting Food Waste 

 Large Multi-Family Units (MFUs) Verifying Refuse Collection Service

 Phased Standardization of Refuse Collection

 Hauler Licensing Program
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Solid Waste Master Plan: Long Term Options 

Add Third New Drop-Site (Northeast Denver) 

Construct a New Refuse Transfer Station in Northeast 
Denver 

Variable Rate Collection Pricing (or Pay-As-You-Throw, PAYT) 

Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste Diversion Policy 

How is the Commercial Sector Doing?

78%

22%
Total Landfill

Total Recovery
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How is the City doing overall?

78%

18%

1% 3%

Landfill

Recycle

Other
Recycle
Compost

Consumption Emissions
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“Wasteberg”

Our waste is 
just the

tip of the 
“wasteberg”

Upstream  
manufacturing 
waste is 70 
times greater

Do we have any local end markets yet 
in Colorado?
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Opportunities for Denver


